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Initiating a telephone call to a destination associated with 
a destination telephone number 
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Connecting the telephone call to an originating VoIP 
gateway switch 
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Determining a preferred route from the originating VoIP 
gateway switch to the destination through an IP-based 
packet network and a terminating VoIP gateway switch 
nearest the destination using enhanced SS7 signaling 
packets over the IP-based packet network 
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Setting up two-way communication through the preferred 
route using enhanced SS7 signaling packets over the IP- 
based packet network 
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Communicating over the IP-based packet network using 
voice packets 
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